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Village of

Little Chute Newsletter
A message from the Village President, Michael Vanden Berg
Grandma was right, time does go faster as you get older. Another
year has passed and a new one is about to begin in what feels like a blink of
the eye.
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2015 was a very busy year in Little Chute and 2016 looks like it will
follow that same pattern. You may have noticed that the Village Municipal
Services Building on Buchanan Street is no longer there. The property was
sold to Trilliant Foods, and now the site of a major business expansion. The
good news is the Village garage was due for replacement in any event. The
downside is we have moved to a temporary facility along the frontage road
on Hwy 41, while we plan and construct the new building. Like most temporary facilities, it is never quite right, but you make do. Our staff has done an
excellent job with the move to the temporary facility and making it work. This
is a credit to quality of people we have. The current plan for the new Municipal Services Building is do the design and planning, including site selection,
in 2016 with construction occurring in 2017. Because this a building that will
need to serve the needs of Little Chute for a very long time, we want to get it
right!
A couple of other major projects will occur in 2016 as well. The total
reconstruction of the Grand and McKinley streets, including utilities under
the road, will occur in 2016. These are the streets adjacent to the Little
Chute Elementary School. Every effort will be made to minimize the disruption to the school and others in the area. The new Mill Street bridge construction process was started in 2015 and is slated to conclude this spring.
This will be a beautiful amenity to our trail system and the lock system.
Staff and the board recently completed the budget for 2016. The
good news is the tax rate only went up 1% or 7¢ per $1000 of assessed value. The tax rate for 2016 will be $6.99 per $1000 of assessed value. This
means if you have a $100,000 home, the Village portion of the property tax
bill would increase $7.00 for the Village’s portion of your tax bill.
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From the Village President continued...
In 2015 the net new construction increased $16,513,700 and the equalized value of Little Chute
properties increased almost $27 million. Both of these are welcome trends. In recent years these numbers were either stagnant or in some year’s declining. In case you’re wondering, stagnant or declining
numbers were not unique to Little Chute, this was a state wide phenomenon because of the recession. In
virtually all categories our numbers were more favorable than those of other Wisconsin communities.
Again, I would like to thank staff for the efforts on the budget. Although the budgeting process is a
yearlong endeavor, over the last several months the board and staff have spent a significant portion of
their time on the budget. Staff prepares the budget and it is vetted and analyzed and goes through numerous changes before it reaches the board. This occurs within the parameters and goals established by
the board at the onset of the budgeting process. Once the budget goes through this process, it is further
fined tuned based on feedback from the Village Board and the public after the budget is presented to the
board.

Have a Merry Christmas and Happy New
Year!
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LITTLE CHUTE AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT’S ANNUAL BUDGET IMPACTED
BY STATE BUDGET – BY DISTRICT ADMINISTRATOR, DAVID BOTZ
Little Chute Areas School District residents are in for an unpleasant surprise this year when they look at their 2016 property tax bill.
Unfortunately, we will discover an increase of approximately $1.00 on $1,000 of equalized valuation on our property tax bill. This increase does not have anything to do with the Little Chute Area School District spending more money than it has or deciding to increase employee salaries that are unsustainable. On the contrary, the Little Chute Area District continues to be identified as a low
spending school district by the Department of Public Instruction. Further, due to state imposed revenue limits, public schools can only
raise taxes by a prudent level which is determined by the State of Wisconsin. So what happened – how did residents that reside in a
school district that is defined as a low spending school district (and is under state imposed revenue limits) get exposed to approximately $1.00 per $1,000 equalized property value increase? Let’s take a look:
Vouchers – the state imposed voucher program in all reality created a second public school system. In October of this year
the Little Chute Area School District was notified that 11 students that reside in the District qualified for the state’s voucher
program. Since none of the voucher students were currently enrolled in the District we can only assume that the 11 students were already enrolled in one of the Fox Cities private schools and are now receiving a voucher payment. This
“voucher payment” is directly funded with property tax dollars from Little Chute Area School District Residents.
Tax Base/Landlocked – the Little Chute Area School District is the smallest school district (geographically) in the state of Wisconsin. The District’s boundaries are approximately 2 square miles. Due to being a “landlocked school district” very little
building takes place within the District’s boundaries and that includes commercial building (which would reduce the tax
burden on residential properties) if more commercial building could occur. To further complicate matters when houses are
removed (within District boundaries) the property tax that would have been otherwise generated is reduced and the difference is shifted to the remaining property owners. Several houses and businesses have been removed the past several
years and in their place are vacant lots that generated limited property tax relief. Understand the exact opposite happens
in surrounding school districts where vacant farm land is converted to residential and commercial property use. In those
districts the mill rate will stay stagnate or possibly only increase slightly.
The District Failed to Spend its Allotted State Aid - During the 2014-15 school year the District identified and budgeted for 3
building projects that cost approximately $360,000. As the year progressed it became evident that the projects where not
going to be completed within the 2014-15 fiscal year. Instead of spending the allotted dollars on other items the District put
the money in reserve to spend this year on completing the projects. Unfortunately, being good stewards of taxpayer’s
money cost the Little Chute Area School District approximately $375,000 in state funding this year. In essence, since we
did not spend the dollars last year, we lost close to the same amount this year which resulted in a mill rate increase of approximately .30.
I hope I have been able to shed some light as to why we as residents of the Little Chute Area School District will see an uncharacteristic increase in our portion of the school district tax bill for 2016. Everyone involved with the Little Chute Area School District continually strives to be careful and mindful of the dollars granted to us for the education of Little Chute children. As described above, a majority of the increase has been out of our control. None the less, as stewards of taxpayers money we will work diligently to find ways
to reduce the tax burden on our residents and continue to offer the quality education that makes the Little Chute Area School the
premier small school in the Fox Valley Region and the open enrollment choice of over 350 children from the Greater Fox Valley Area.
Editors note: When comparing tax rates, the school district uses the equalized value as opposed to assessed value
that the Village u lizes for property owners’ tax bills. Due to the diﬀerent values, assessed and equalized, you may
see diﬀerences in the school district’s numbers and the village’s.
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2016 VILLAGE BUDGET MESSAGE FROM THE VILLAGE ADMINISTRATOR
The 2016 Village Budget adopted by the Village Board on December 2nd, 2015 is a balanced budget with
a tax levy totaling $4,514,674. This tax levy represents a 3% increase compared to the previous year’s
tax levy, or an increase of $149,492. The assessed value tax rate for the Village is set at $6.99, which is
an increase of $0.07, or 1%. The average assessed value for all homes in the Village of Little Chute is
approximately $135,000. The total tax on an average $135,000 assessed value home, if located within
the Little Chute School District, will be broken down as follows (last years information in parentheses):
2015

2016

$ 934.20

$ 943.65

Village of Li le Chute – 29 % of total rate

$1,356.75

$1,495.80

Li le Chute School District – 46% of total rate

$ 646.65

$ 658.80

Outagamie County – 20% of total rate

$ 149.85

$ 152.55

Fox Valley Technical College – 4% of total rate

$

$

State of Wisconsin – 1% of total rate

22.95

$3,110.40

22.95

$3,273.75

Taxing Authority

Total Tax for a $135,000 Assessed Value Home
Located in the Li le Chute School District
(before Lo ery Credit and First Dollar Credit)

As you can see, the tax bill on an average home in the Little Chute School District will see an increase of
$163.35 on this year’s tax bill. Another important aspect to note is that of your total property tax bill, the
Village of Little Chute’s portion is ~29% of the total tax rate. To illustrate where your tax dollars go in the
Village of Little Chute in another format, see the table below:
Village of Li le Chute Levy Alloca on
In this table, we illustrate how the tax levy is allocated to various func ons in the Village of Li le Chute. Property Tax on an average assessed
home (Village of Li le Chute por on is ~29% of the total bill): $943.65 Monthly Cost of the Village por on of the property tax: $78.64
General Government: This accounts for expenditures for administra ve
func ons, Village Board, elec ons, legal counsel, property assessments,
and insurance. In addi on, the departments of finance, community
development, public works, parks, recrea on and forestry and the Li le
Chute Fire Department are funded in this account: $18.58/month

Fox Valley Metro Police Department: This accounts for expenditures
for costs associated with police services: $30.13/month

Debt Service: This accounts for expenditures for general obliga on debt
that is covered by the tax levy: $18.52/month

Aqua cs: This accounts for expenditures related to opera on of the
Doyle Park Pool facility: $0.87/month

Capital Projects: This accounts for expenditures for maintenance, repair,
or upgrade expenses of capital assets such as facility upgrades and
equipment purchases: $4.92/month

Library: This accounts for expenditures related to the opera on of
the Li le Chute Library: $5.61/month

This is my wish for you: peace of mind, prosperity through the year, happiness that multiplies, health for you and yours, fun around
every corner, energy to chase your dreams, joy to fill your holidays! ~

D.M. Dellinger
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BUDGET HIGHLIGHTS
2016 WAGES & BENEFITS

DEBT

UTILITY RATES

The budget included and the Village Board adopted an updated
wage and compensation plan,
which included a one and half
percent (1.5 %) increase in the
budget line item for wages for
non-represented Village employees for 2016. Non-represented
Village employees will pay 9% of
the premium cost for health insurance in 2016, versus the 7%
they paid in 2015. This increase
is to cover the increase in premiums for Health Insurance.

The 2016 total budget for debt
service is $2,982,374. The tax
levy is scheduled to cover
$1,063,294 of this debt service
payment with the balance being
paid by collection of special assessments, T.I.D. increment, and
utility user fees. The Village’s
debt ratio at the end of 2015 is
anticipated to be approximately
58.89% of the legal limit. During
2015, the Village issued approximately $3,245,000 of new debt.
The long term average debt ratio
goal the Village Board strives for
is to be around or lower than
50% of the legal limit.

The sanitary sewer rate is proposed to remain the same for
2016. Due to a major plant project scheduled to commence on
Well #1 in 2016/2017, the Village
will complete a full rate case in
2016 for the water utility. The
sanitation fees
(garbage/recycling) will see a
proposed increase of 3% for
2016 and the Village will begin
billing commercial sanitation accounts on a monthly basis. Lastly, the storm water rate will increase from $7/ERU to $8/ERU
in 2016.

VOLUNTARY EXPENDITURE RESTRAINT

The Village authorized three additional positions in the Finance
Department in the 2016 Budget.
The return of the utility billing
function to the Village resulted in
the creation of two (2) part-time
cashiers, one (1) full-time accounting clerk position and one
(1) part-time accountant. These
positions are the result of a commitment by the Utility Commission and Village Board to provide
excellent customer service to our
residents and taxpayers.

FUND BALANCE

The Village’s undesignated Fund
Balance at year-end is projected
to total $1,871,110 or 47% of our
annual expenditure budget,
which provides the Village with
excellent protection and flexibility
in the event it is needed as a
“rainy day” insurance policy or for
use to address unanticipated
needs as we proceed through
next year. The Village’s historical goal for the Fund Balance
has been 25%, or higher, of the
annual expenditure budget.

The 2016 Expenditure Restraint Limit is 1.8% for the
Village. The adopted budget is
$97,851 below the Expenditure
Restraint Limit.

PERSONNEL CHANGES

SUMMARY AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
In early 2015, Village staff, particularly our Public Works Department, completed the remodeling of the Village Hall’s 3rd
floor. This team effort saved tens of thousands of dollars for
the Village and created efficiencies by allowing Public Works,
Engineering and Parks, Recreation and Forestry office staff
to relocate to Village Hall. Major storm water projects were
completed in 2015 and included the Buchanan Interceptor,
Cherryvale Interceptor and Industrial Park West project.
These vital projects pave the way for current and future economic development opportunities in the Village. Additionally,
our Public Works team executed street reconstruction of East

Greenfield Drive and Fillmore Street. We thank the residents
on those streets for your patience as we know these projects,
while needed, does disrupt the normal day to day routine.
From an administrative perspective, staff redeveloped the
Village’s website, conducted intensive reviews on health insurance options, executed a comprehensive wage and compensation study and complete re-write and overhaul of the
Village’s personnel manual. Additionally, every department
in the Village participated in a comprehensive rewrite of the
Village’s emergency response plan and the 2016 budget
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Summary and Acknowledgements continued...
appropriately funds a line item dedicated to emergency response.
Lastly, there has been significant efforts in numerous departments
to bring utility billing internally back the Village of Little Chute. The
lion share of work has been executed by the Finance Department
in preparation for this change.
Again in 2016, the budget embraces the Village’s 2015-2019 strategic plan by maintaining existing service levels while making key investments in the areas of economic development, strengthening
intergovernmental partnerships, engaging our residents more effectively and ensuring that we utilize our resources in the most efficient manner. One initiative that I am excited about in 2016 is a
community wide survey we will be conducting so that the Village can gauge the satisfaction levels of our
residents. We will use that data to establish benchmarks for resident satisfaction, identifying areas for
needed improvement and seeing if there are things we can do differently. Through the course of 2016,
we will enact other strategic initiatives aimed at the four areas highlighted above. It is my firm belief that
these efforts will continue to allow the Village to be a better organization and more responsive government for the residents of Little Chute.
I would like to thank and recognize all our team members for the tremendous effort exhibited in 2015
and during this lengthy budget process. I would like to thank Teri Matheny, the Village’s Finance Director, for her dedicated efforts on the 2016 Budget. On behalf of the Village Board and staff, we are
pleased to maintain a high level of Village services and always look forward to working with our citizens
to ensure an efficient and effective allocation of resources. Should you have any questions on the budget or any matter, please don’t hesitate to contact me.

Merry Christmas!
Happy Anniversary to our Village Employees
Joseph Jansen 25 Years

Vincent Lamers 25 Years

Daniel Thorson 25 Years

Michael Mc Clone 20 Years

Jeffrey Nett 20 Years

Charles Vanden Huevel 20 Years

Stephen Van Deurzen 20 Years

James Brandt 15 Years

Molly Derricks 15 Years

Roy Van Gheem 15 Years

Ann Vanden Heuvel 10 Years

Jeffrey Steeber 10 Years

Jeremy Slotke 10 Years
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COMPARISON OF ASSESSED TAX RATES (WITH ALL SCHOOL DISTRICTS)
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WINDS OF CHANGE ARE HERE

LITTLE CHUTE UTILITIES
*WATER *SEWER *STORM WATER *SANITATION
DECEMBER 2015
UTILITY COMMISSION
MEETS MONTHLY
The Little Chute Utility Commission meets on the third
Tuesday of every month at
6:00 PM in the Village Boardroom.
If you would like to learn
more about the Little Chute
Utilities, please feel free to
attend any of the regularly
scheduled Commission meetings.
Meeting agendas and
minutes of prior meetings are
available on the Village of
Little Chute website at:
www.littlechutewi.org.
Little Chute Utilities
108 W Main Street
Little Chute, WI 54140
920-423-3854
Please click on the Utility Billing
square on the Village home page
for the latest updates on this process.

Beginning January 1, 2016, the Village of Little Chute will be taking over the billing of the Little Chute Utilities from Kaukauna
Utilities.
In the past, the Village of Little Chute contracted with Kaukauna Utilities to bill water, sewer, storm water and garbage utilities. In order to
provide a more cost effective billing service for all ratepayers, we are
making this change.
Starting in January, residents of the Village of Little Chute who are
billed for the Village utilities of water, sewer, storm water and garbage
will no longer have these charges appear on your utility bill from
Kaukauna Utilities.
On approximately January 16, 2016, the Little Chute Utilities will be
billing you with a separate postcard bill. Ratepayers will continue to
receive a utility bill from Kaukauna Utilities for their electric service.
The most important factor to consider during this transition is that
there will be no impact to your Utility services. The Department of
Public Works and MCO will continue to provide the excellent service
that Village taxpayers and ratepayers have come to expect.

Utility Billing will be handled by the Village Finance
Department. Please feel free to contact us starting
January 4, 2016.
Molly Derricks will be moving to the position of
Utility Billing Clerk.
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We appreciate your patience as we begin this process.

Utility Payment Options
NONE OF THE PAYMENT OPTIONS THAT RATEPAYERS HAVE
SELECTED WILL TRANSFER FROM KAUKAUNA UTILITIES.
VILLAGE RESIDENTS WILL HAVE TO SIGN UP FOR EBILLS,
DIRECT ACH PAYMENTS OR TO UTILIZE THE ONLINE
PAYMENT PROVIDER.
PAY YOUR UTILITY BILL ON THE GO – Service available January 11, 2016
Little Chute Utilities has partnered with Payment Service Network, Inc. (PSN) to bring you Online Bill, an electronic
billing and payment option. PSN now offers a mobile app which will allow you to make a payment using your smart
phone or tablet. To pay by smart phone or tablet, download “PSN Payments” from the App Store TM or Google Play
TM. TIP: If you are not already registered on PSN, go online first to register and create your payer profile.

REGISTERING IS EASY!
Go to www.littlechutewi.org. Click on the Utility Billing square on the home page. Please click on the link on the Utility
Billing page to be taken directly to the PSN website where you can register and make your payment.

WILL MY INFORMATION BE SAFE?
Be assured your financial information is safe because PSN has attained Level 1 Certification by the Payment Card
Industry – Data Security Standard, the highest degree of security awarded by the industry.

DID YOU KNOW?
Village residents can choose from several utility billing and payment options.
Utility Billing can be performed in 2 ways:
 Mail – Traditionally by default, utility customers will receive a standard postcard bill.
 E-Mail – In lieu of a traditional mailed bill, customers are encouraged to register for e-billing services with PSN. Customers who sign-up for e-billing receive a utility bill notification via email and are forwarded to a link to view their bill
online. (Viewing your bill online does not require a ratepayer to use electronic payment options.
Utility Bill Payments can be made 4 ways:


Mail-in or Drop-Off payments to the Village of Little Chute, 108 W Main Street, Little Chute, WI 54140



Direct Payment – Complete the Direct Payment Authorization Form to take advantage of the direct payment plan and
have your payment made automatically from your checking or savings account. (Free)



Online or Phone Payments – Use the link found on the Utility Billing page of the Village website or contact Payment
Service Network at 1-877-885-7968 between 7 AM – 4 PM (Monday-Friday). A Convenience fee will be charged.
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PROPERTY TAX
COLLECTION HOURS

SPECIAL NOTICE

The Village Hall office hours for collections is
printed on the face of the tax bill.

The Treasurer’s office is Closed:

The office hours are:
Monday through Friday
8:00 AM — 4:30 PM

“A friend is a gift you give
yourself.”
- Robert Lewis Stevenson

Thursday, December 24, 2015
Friday, December 25, 2015
Friday, January 1, 2016

The last day to pay taxes in person at Village Hall with a 2015 dated receipt is Thursday, December 31 from 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM
Payments put in the night deposit box on December 31 will be processed with mail that is postmarked December 31.
Payments also can be made at Capital Credit Union (Little Chute) and BLC Community Bank on December 31.

HELPFUL REMINDERS


Payments are payable to: Village of Little Chute Treasurer.



Bring or mail the 1st Installment stub (upper left hand corner; it shows payment date by January 31, 2016) with
your payment, which provides the 1st Installment or Full Payment amount. Mailed payments must be postmarked by
January 31 to be considered timely.



For your convenience a night deposit box is available under the canopy entrance along the Grand Avenue side of Village Hall. Deposits are emptied each day and are credited as of the previous business day.



Please include a stamped, self-addressed envelope if you desire a receipt beyond your cancelled check. Taxpayers
are encouraged to pay property taxes by check.



If you receive an escrow check from your mortgage company, the entire amount must be applied to your tax bill. Only
if the escrow check exceeds the entire tax amount may local treasurers issue a refund. Cash refunds will be limited
to $50.00 at the Village Hall.



Refund checks will be issued twice a week.



If there is an incorrect mailing address on your tax bill, please notify us. We will forward the information to the County
Treasurer for you. If there is an ownership or legal name change that is not reflected on the tax bill, those changes
must be recorded by the taxpayer at the County Register of Deeds.
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PROPERTY TAX PAYMENTS
Taxpayers can make payments in December and January at the Village Hall.
Two options will be available for property tax payers again this season.
Payments accepted at Little Chute Capital Credit Union branches & BLC Community Bank
The first option is the availability of alternative sites for property tax payments. Any taxpayers will be able to make first
installment or full tax payments at Capital Credit Union branches in Little Chute as well as BLC Community Bank. Capital
Credit Union branches are located at 125 E. North Avenue and the branch within Larry’s Piggly Wiggly. BLC Community
Bank is located at 206 E. Main Street. Only Little Chute taxpayers may use these alternate tax payment sites located within the Village of Little Chute.
Both financial institutions will make immediate refunds up to $500.00 to property tax payers. Please contact Capital Credit
Union and BLC Community Bank to verify Holiday hours for tax payment purposes.
For taxpayers who require special assistance for address changes, filing new lottery credit claims and third party escrow
checks, those transactions must be done at Village Hall.
Payments by Credit Card
The second option relates to the payment of property tax bills by credit card. The taxpayer may use the Village of Little
Chute website through the first installment due date of January 31. Or use the Outagamie County website for the County
treasurer for either the first or second installment payment.
The taxpayer may either go to the Village website (www.littlechutewi.org ) and click on the “Online Payments” link, or go
directly to Official Payments website (www.officialpayments.com). Once on the credit card website, the taxpayer may go
through the menu starting with Local Payments, or simply enter the jurisdiction code for the Village of Little Chute – 6738.
An additional alternative is to use a toll-free number to make an automated credit card payment for Village purposes. The
toll-free number is 1-800-2PayTax (1-800-272-9829). To speak with a customer service person at Official Payments, you
may call 1-800-487-4567. The customer service number also provides Spanish translation.
Under this system, the taxpayer will initiate the transaction; a card will not be swiped at the Finance office. In fairness to all
taxpayers, there will be a transaction fee added to the payment for those who choose to use credit cards. The fee is
2.75% of the payment amount for credit cards, or $3.00 for electronic payments, up to $10,000. Electronic payments over
$10,000 will have a fee of $15.00.
For second installment payments due by July 31, only the County Treasurer’s office will accept credit card payments. The
County’s website is www.co.outagamie.wi.us.

“For last year’s words belong to last year’s burdens. And next year’s words await another
voice. And to make an end is to make a beginning.” ~ T.S. Eliot, Little Gidding
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FIRST DOLLAR CREDIT FOR PROPERTY TAXES
In 2008, the State Legislature authorized a First Dollar Credit as a means of property tax relief. The program has continued
in 2015 with state funding. It is intended to apply to all property (residential, commercial, manufacturing) that has an improvement value printed on the tax bill. The legislation excludes mobile homes and leased property from the distribution. It
will not apply to vacant land.
The method of calculation will be similar to the Lottery Credit, but at a slightly lower amount. The formula will consider the
equalized tax rate of the school district applied to a maximum value of $6,500. The final amount will be evenly applied to
both installment payments unlike the lottery credit that is applied only to the first installment.

LOTTERY CREDIT FOR PROPERTY TAXES
Residential property owners are eligible for a lottery credit to reduce their property tax bill. The two criteria are:
The property must be an owner occupied primary residence.
You must have lived there as of January 1 of the current year.
If you continue to reside in the same owner-occupied residence, and have received the lottery credit previously
on your property tax bill, you do not need to take any action.
The lottery credit is a form of state legislated property tax relief. Proceeds of the state lottery are used to offset property
taxes of owner-occupied property. The amount is determined by the Department of Revenue (DOR), varies each year, and
is a factor of the school tax levy where the property is located. It is applied to the first $10,500 improved value of each residential property. Therefore it is different for each school district, but within a district all residential properties receive the
same credit, regardless of value.
This article also notifies those who purchased or built a new home in 2014 and occupied it by January 1, 2015. The county
treasurer has authority to assign a lottery credit to each parcel that is eligible. However, it requires action by the home
owner. The home-owner is responsible to notify the local treasurer (Village Hall) or the county treasurer (Outagamie County Courthouse) and certify their eligibility by signing a Lottery Credit Application. The owner may use the internet
(www.dor.state.wi.us), and then click on Forms, then Lottery & Gaming Credit. Forms are also available at the Village Hall
or courthouse. If a homeowner fails to apply by November 1 for the 2015 credit, they can still apply when paying the tax
bill. These transactions are handled only at Village Hall.

School District

Maximum Value

First Dollar Credit

Maximum Value

Lo ery Credit

Appleton

$6,500

$62.42

$10,500

$100.84

Kaukauna

$6,500

$59.33

$10,500

$ 95.84

Li le Chute

$6,500

$71.32

$10,500

$115.21
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WINTER SAFETY TIPS FROM FVMPD
Winter driving tips:
 Clear snow and ice from all win-

 Leave room for maintenance vehicles

dows and lights, even the hood
and roof before driving.
 Pay Attention. Don’t try to out drive
the conditions. Remember posted
speed limits are for dry pavement.
 Leave plenty of room for stopping.

and plows. The law requires you to
slow down or moved over when approaching emergency or maintenance
vehicles.
 Know the current road conditions.
Call 511 for updates on road conditions.

Wishing everyone a safe
Holiday Season!

WINTER PARKING
Winter parking regulations begin December 1st and run until April 1st. During this time no parking will be allowed on public
streets during the hours of 2 AM — 5 AM for snow removal purposes. In order to request overnight parking permission,
please call our parking line at (920) 788-7512. Please be reminded that parking in front or side yards are allowed only
on driveways. No storage or parking shall be allowed on lawns in front or side yards.

“Christmas is not a time nor a season, but a state of mind. To cherish peace and goodwill,
to be plenteous in mercy, is to have the real spirit of Christmas.”
~ Calvin Coolidge, 30th president of the United States
BE PREPARED

Develop a winter emergency kit for your vehicle. This kit should include:
A Shovel
Flashlight W/Extra Batteries
Battery Powered Radio
Water/Snacks
Matches/Candles
Extra Hats/Socks/Mittens
First Aid Kit
Heavy Blanket
Tow Chain/Jumper Cables
Flares/Whistle
Cell Phone Charger
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HEESAKKER PARK ICE SKATING AND HOCKEY RINK
The Village will have one ice rink at Heesakker Park as soon as the weather permits. The rink will be lit up by a floodlight next to the rink and it will have a net on
one end for people who wish to play hockey. Please be considerate of other
skaters at all times since everyone will be sharing one rink for two types of activities. There is NO supervision or warming shelter at the park, so please watch
your children! Remember to keep all sticks and stones off the ice, and don't walk
or skate on the rink if the water isn't completely frozen.

VILLAGE SLEDDING HILLS
Once the winter snow arrives, there are sledding hills at Heesakker Park (access the sledding hill from the parking lot off
Sanitorium Road on the south side of the park) and Van Lieshout Park (hill is located at the corner of Florida Ave. & Vandenbroek Rd.) for everyone to enjoy.

“At Christmas, all roads lead home.” ~ Marjorie Holmes
BRUSH PICK UP POLICY
Please remember that all Little Chute property owners/renters MUST CALL IN their property

address to the Park, Rec & Forestry Dept. at 423-3869 to have their address added to the brush
chipping list (residents do not have to call in for pick up of Christmas trees). If calling after
hours, leave a message that you have brush out and include your complete street address.
When the brush pickup list is sufficient enough to send out the chipping crew, they will be sent to
the addresses on the list. If you don’t call in your brush, it will not be picked up. If you hire a
company to trim and/or take down trees on your property, they are responsible for brush removal. The Village will not pick up brush trimmed by a company you hired.
Brush Pick Up Rules - Place your branches curbside with the cut ends facing the same direction and stack the piles neatly. Mobile home park residents must bring their brush to the nearest
Village street (streets within the mobile home parks do not belong to the Village). Brush should
never lie in the street or on the sidewalk. KEEP BRUSH AS STRAIGHT AND AS LONG AS
POSSIBLE. Brush that is shorter (4 feet in length or less), thorny brush, and evergreen branches need to be bundled with string, not wire. Brush that is too short in length to bundle must be
disposed of as yard waste (please contact the Public Works Department for more information on
yard waste disposal).

CHRISTMAS TREE DISPOSAL
Little Chute residents/taxpayers DO NOT NEED TO CALL IN FOR PICK UP OF CHRISTMAS TREES! Please place your
tree curbside once all lights, ornaments, garland, and the majority of tinsel has been removed. Trees should not be
wrapped with tree bags. Mobile home residents should also put out their tree to the street within their mobile home park.
Starting Monday, January 4, the village forestry crew will be scheduled as deemed necessary for Christmas tree pick up
with the chipper. Please be patient, since they will be chipping a lot of trees within the Village. Wreaths or boughs containing metal wiring must be disposed of in your poly cart because the chipper cannot chip items with metal.
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The 27th Annual Great Wisconsin Cheese Festival held June 5, 6 & 7 was a huge
success this year! Profit distribution for this year’s festival totals $110,886.14.
Since the festival’s inception, a grand total of $1,251,620.27 has been distributed
back into the community! In addition, numerous non-profit groups have raised
funds by operating a food booth at the festival. A special THANK YOU goes to
all the sponsors, organizations, workers, and volunteers who helped to make the
festival a success. The support shown by the community has been terrific!
The Great Wisconsin Cheese Festival Board of Directors is pleased to announce
the following donations were made to the community: $10,000 to Little Chute Diamond Club for redevelopment of Legion
Park diamond #3; $5,000 to Village of Little Chute for kayak launch project; $5,000 to Little Chute Windmill for endowment
fund; $4,000 in college scholarships ($1,000 each) for graduating seniors of LC residents/taxpayers; $4,000 to LC School
District Destination Imagination Teams for activity needs; $3,500 to Little Chute Library for STEAM programming; $2,000
to Little Chute Wrestling Club towards a new mat; $2,000 to Little Chute Gridiron Assoc. for support of Jets & High School
football programs; $1,400 to A Very Special Place for an AED and staff training; $1,000 to St. John Food Pantry for needed items; $1,000 to Fox Wisconsin Heritage Parkway for lock tender’s house renovations; $1,000 to LC Community Band
for chairs/stands/music; $1,000 to Fox Valley Metro Police Dept. for their PSL Program; $1,000 to Little Chute Rec. Dept.
to sponsor 2016 Family Fun Fest children’s entertainment; $750 to Little Chute High School for 12th grade graduation
event expenses; $750 to Little Chute Middle School for 8th grade graduation event expenses; $750 to St. John’s School in
Little Chute for 8th grade graduation event expenses; $750 to Little Chute Elementary School for program/need which will
benefit students; $700 to Little Chute Boy Scouts Troop 51 for festival recycling assistance and expenses; $500 to Little
Chute Pool to sponsor a DJ at two 2016 Summer Soaker events; $500 to LC Rec. Dept. to sponsor 2016 Youth Carnival
children’s entertainment; $250 to LC Rec. Dept. to help fund the 2016 Every Kid Counts financial assistance program;
$200 to Little Chute Garden Club for tulips/flowers; $200 to the Outagamie County 4-H Leaders Recognition Dinner;
$13,244 for the addition of a power pedestal and stairs lighting at festival grounds and $23,000 was set aside for a new
weather pavilion with signage by Heesakker Park parking lot. Additionally, $11,883 to the Little Chute Jaycees and to the
Little Chute Kiwanis for their help with the festival, plus a total of $3,625 was paid to various clubs for working the admission gates and wristband booths.

The Great Wisconsin Cheese Festival Board Members are Al Zierler
(Chairman), James Fenlon, Tom Flick, Donna Koebe, Todd Schommer,
Bob Weiske, Harry Van Lith, Joe Harlow, and Matt Fronsee. Please contact them with any ideas or comments you may have regarding the festival
or call the Park & Rec. Dept. at 423-3869.
The 2016 Great Wisconsin Cheese Festival will be held on June 3, 4 & 5
and we look forward to another great year!
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DONATIONS FOR MEMORIAL
BENCHES

The Little Chute Parks Department would like to thank
the following families for donating funds for memorial
benches in Little Chute parks. Park visitors will be able
to take time to sit and enjoy the beautiful scenery thanks
to their generosity.
 Rosemary Schreiber—In memory of Clarence &

Cecelia Nelessen
 Chuck Pingel— In memory of Joseph M & Merin G

DONATIONS BUILD NEW
KITCHEN AT DOYLE SHELTER

Thanks to generous donations from the Great Wisconsin
Cheese Festival, Little Chute Kiwanis, and the Little
Chute Jaycees, the Village of Little Chute constructed a
wonderful enclosed kitchen area in the new Doyle Park
Shelter. The new shelter and kitchen were enjoyed this
summer by numerous families and companies who rented the amenity for their event.

Thank you to all who helped make this happen!

Wildenberg
 Mark G & Gladys Hietpas

IMPORTANT HOLIDAY REFUSE & RECYCLING COLLECTIONS:
 Thursday, December 24, garbage will be picked up on Wednesday, December 23
 Friday, December 25, business garbage will be picked up on Monday, December 28
 Recycling – Village offices are closed on Thursday, December 24, recycling will still be picked up on that day by

Inland Service Corporation

CIVIC CENTER ROOM RENTAL
Why not choose the Civic Center to host your baby shower, family party, or school function? If you are a Village
resident and interested in booking for 2016 please call the Clerk’s office and speak with Julie, Mary or Laurie at 423-3851.

Our wish to you is joy, love and happiness, not
only today but throughout the year!
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SENIOR ACTIVITIES PROGRAM
Are you looking for a place to meet new people and have some fun with your friends? Come to the Senior Activities Program which
is held at the Gerard H. Van Hoof Memorial Library/Civic Center (room N2) on Wednesdays and various Fridays from 1:00 p.m. to
3:00 p.m. Activities planned by our Senior Activities Coordinator, Sharon Jansen, include cards, luncheons and more. The Senior
Activities Schedule, which lists meeting dates and activities, is posted on the door to the Library/Civic Center building and can be
viewed at www.littlechutewi.org/recreation. There is no charge for participation and no registration necessary (except for special

SUMMER PART—TIME APPLICATIONS
If your child is interested in applying for a summer job with the Little Chute Parks, Recreation & Forestry Dept. for 2016, please have
them pick up an application at the Village Hall (1st floor community room) starting January 4 or they can download it from the Village
website at www.littlechutewi.org/recreation. The application is for anyone interested in applying for an opening as a Recreation (tot
lot & sports) Supervisor, Parks & Forestry Laborer, Softball Scorer, Lifeguard, or Pool Cashier (admission & concessions). The final
deadline for summer part-time applications is Friday, March 4.

"My idea of Christmas, whether old-fashioned or modern, is very simple:
loving others. Come to think of it, why do we have to wait for Christmas to
do that?" ~ Bob Hope
YOUTH DANCE PROGRAM REGISTRATION
The Little Chute Park & Rec. will be offering a 12 week youth dance program starting in early February. Classes will be 30
minutes long and will be held on THURSDAY evenings at the Little Chute Library/Civic Center. The dance instructors will
be Taylor Schreiber and Hannah Dornfeld. Classes will be held from Thursday, February 18 through Thursday, May 12
(with no classes on 3/31). All students will participate in the program’s dance revue, which will be held in the afternoon on
Saturday, May 14 (onstage rehearsal on 5/13). Registration forms will be available in early January at the Little Chute Village Hall and at the Little Chute Library, or it can be downloaded from the village at www.littlechutewi.org/recreation. Little
Chute residents/taxpayers may register from Monday, January 18, to Thursday, January 28, on a first-come, first serve
basis. The registration fee is $35 per child. All registrations will be dated when received for use with deciding which classes are formed and the placement within those classes. The classes offered will be tumbling (age 4 & 5), jazz (age 6 & up),
pom & dance (age 6 & up) and hip-hop (age 8 & up). Registration form requires using the child’s age as of 1/1/16. Classes
formed are determined by preferences on dance registrations received. Starting on Monday, February 1, non-residents
will be allowed to register for the remaining class openings (fee is $45/non-resident child). Mark your calendar so you
don’t forget to register your child! If you have questions, please call Donna at 423-3869.
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“May your walls know joy, may every room hold laughter,
and every window open to great possibility.”
~ Mary Anne Radmacher
2016 SOCCER REGISTRATION (AGE 4 & OLDER AS OF 8/1/16)
Registration for the Spring/Summer 2016 Soccer Leagues is currently underway. Players age 4 through adult (use players age as of
8/1/16 to determine league choice) desiring to play soccer in 2016 need to register directly with the Heart of the Valley Soccer Association (HOVSA). The club soccer registration form can be picked up at the Little Chute Village Hall (first floor community room).
Completed forms must be mailed with registration fee to the HOVSA address listed on the form. If you have registration questions,
please contact HOVSA representative Mike Buman at 540-2971 or email tboomen@aol.com. If you have other questions or concerns, please contact Club President Lisa Pertrofski at 257-3062 or email lisaperk@hotmail.com. The 2016 soccer season, which is
a ten or twelve week program, runs from the last week of April through the end of June or early July. Teams are filled on a firstcome basis, but team roster size is limited, so please register now to avoid missing out on the fun! You will NOT be able to register
for a soccer program in the Park & Rec Department Summer Program Book; you need to register now for spring/summer soccer.

2016 BOYS BASEBALL AND GIRLS SOFTBALL REGISTRATION
Boys ages 7-18 as of 4/30/16 - Girls ages 7-18 as of 1/1/16

Little Chute Diamond Club is excited to announce that our 2016 registration will be online this year. Any boy or girl age 7 and up
wanting to play summer ball will be part of the Little Chute Diamond Club. The Village does not handle registration for any boy or girl
above age 7. If your son or daughter wants to play in a league in the summer of 2016, online registration will open December 1, 2015
and will remain open until January 15, 2016. This will be the first year of online registration so to help with the transition, they have
planned an informational meeting for questions or assistance on completing your registration. They will announce a parent training
meeting for online registration in the near future. The date and place will be announced as soon as possible on the Club’s website
and via email and social media. This is not the required yearly parent meeting. The parent meeting will be held closer to the season.
They will also be sending out reminders in the weekly folders at the schools.
Any questions can be sent via email to littlechutediamondclub@gmail.com.

PARK SHELTER RENTALS
The current policy on park shelter rentals allows the public to reserve shelters up to one year in advance. Park shelters can be reserved for use from May through September by calling the Park & Rec. Dept. at 423-3869. Information on park shelters (shelter
choices, locations, pictures, rental fees) is located on the village website at www.littlechutewi.org/parks.
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LITTLE CHUTE GARDEN CLUB

The Garden Club has had a busy year. We have taken on the Windmill Garden as well as our downtown planter project. Both of
these projects are done completely by volunteers. We have individuals or groups who adopt a planter or two for the summer, sometimes watering three times a week. There are 41 planters throughout the village. We would not be able to take on this project without
a lot of helpers. Thank you to everyone who was watering this summer. They looked awesome! The Windmill Garden plantings are
all funded by groups or individuals and planted by volunteers of the Little Chute Garden Club. The goal at the Windmill Garden is to
have more and more tulips each year and some colorful annuals for the summer when the tulips are resting. Through a generous
donation from Vande Hey Landscaping, we were able to plant hydrangeas for a back drop to the garden. This fall we planted 1100
tulips that were donated by Holland Beauty Bulb Company of Milwaukee. If you are interested in joining us in making Little Chute a
beautiful place to live, call us at 788-4679 or via email at luminapump@aol.com . We are always looking for more volunteers.

“No act of kindness, no matter how small, is ever wasted.”
~ Aesop’s Fables “The Lion and the Mouse”
LITTLE CHUTE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
The Little Chute Historical Society will be sponsoring a Miniature
Quilt Show in the Windmill Visitor Center on April 22, 23, & 24,
2016. We are looking for quilters that are interested in having their
work in the competition. The entry form and rules will be posted on
the Little Chute Historical Society website;
www.littlechutehistory.org. Start your projects now! The admission
for each day also includes a tour of the windmill. You will have the
option of seeing both the quilt show and touring the windmill, so
bring the family! They can tour while interested quilters see the
quilts and vote for their favorites.
The Historical Society has recently published 2 books; The Story
of Fr. Van Den Broek, the founder of Little Chute, and a book containing everyone buried in the St. John's Cemetery, including the
cemetery under the present day church. Recently, we have received
new post cards and note cards with pictures of our windmill. These
items, family histories, shirts, ornaments and more, can be purchased on the website (www.littlechutehistory.org) or in the Windmill
Visitor Center.
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LIBRARY NOTES FOR DECEMBER, 2015

Digital content has taken the world by storm and continues to increase in usage every day.
As people embrace smart phones, tablets, and e-readers as part of their lives, it becomes
more convenient to access digital books, audio and video on the go.
The Kimberly-Little Chute Public Library has provided digital content for many years now
and continues to develop digital collections collaboratively as a part of the Wisconsin Public
Library Consortium (WPLC). WPLC provides e-books, downloadable audiobooks, and
streaming videos via Wisconsin’s Digital Library available at http://dbooks.wplc.info/.
Have you missed watching Silver Linings Playbook or The King’s Speech? Stream it tonight! Looking for some great books to
load up your e-reader for vacation? Download free e-books and audiobooks! Your Kimberly-Little Chute library card gives you
FREE access to all of the materials in Wisconsin’s Digital Library.
There’s more good news – the Digital Library recently added 87 digital magazines to the online collection. Now you can download
titles such as HGTV Magazine, Outdoor Life, Taste of Home, The Family Handyman, Martha Stewart Living, The New Yorker,
Popular Science, Field & Stream, O Magazine, Fine Gardening, Mental Floss, and many more. The digital magazines work with
the OverDrive and Nook apps. More details can be found online at http://tinyurl.com/po49nf5.
While access to digital content continues to grow, the library still recognizes the need for print collections to be developed and
sustained. E-content isn’t everyone’s cup of tea & not everyone has access to devices that allow the use of online content. Even
more so, some people just love the feel (and yes, even the smell!) of a printed book in their hands. There is no greater pleasure
than sitting with a child in your lap and a book out in front of you, as you read and enjoy a fabulous picture book.
Whatever your cup of tea, the library strives to provide materials in a variety of formats so the reader in you is inspired to continue
to learn and grow. For more information about events, programs, or services available at the library, please check our website at
www.kimlit.org.

OPEN HOURS
Gerard H. Van Hoof Library, Little Chute

James J. Siebers Memorial Library, Kimberly

Mon, Wed – 10 AM to 8 PM

Mon, Wed – 10 AM to 5 PM

Tue, Thu – 10 AM to 5 PM

Tue, Thu – 10 AM to 8 PM

Fri – 10 AM to 5 PM

Fri – 10 AM to 5 PM

Sat – 10 AM to 2 PM (closed in summer)

Sat – 10 AM to 2 PM (closed in summer)

Sun – closed

Sun – closed

HOLIDAY HOURS
The library will be closed on the following days:
 Thursday & Friday, December 24-25
 Friday, January 1st

* The library will close at 5 PM, December 28-31, due to
low use during the holiday break.
Regular hours will resume Monday, January 4, 2016.
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VILLAGE OF LITTLE CHUTE MEETING SCHEDULE FOR 2016

REGULAR
BOARD

COMM.
OF THE
WHOLE

PLAN
COMM.

UTILITY
COMM.

LIBRARY
BOARD

January

6 & 20

13 & 27

11

19

19

February

3 & 17

10 & 24

8

16

16

2 & 16

9 & 23

14

15

15

6 & 20

13 & 27

11

19

19

4 & 18

11 & 25

9

17

17

1 & 15

8 & 22

13

21

21

6 & 20

13 & 27

11

19

19

3 & 17

10 & 24

8

16

16

7 & 21

14 & 28

12

20

20

5 & 19

12 & 26

10

18

18

2 & 16

9

15

15

7 & 21

14 & 28

20

20

MONTH

March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December
Meeting time schedule -

14
12

JOINT
POLICE
COMM.

FIRE

PARK
PLAN

COMM.

COMM.

9

8
2

10

9
7

13

8

12

6

14
6

Monthly

Regular Board

6:00 PM (1st and 3rd Wed)

Police Commission

6:00 PM (2nd Tue. Quarterly)

Committee of the Whole

6:00 PM (2nd and 4th Wed)

Park Planning Committee

6:00 PM (1st Tue. Quarterly)

Plan Commission

6:00 PM (2nd Mon.)

Design Review Board meets as needed

Utility Commission

6:00 PM (3rd Tue.)

CDA meets as needed

Library Board

4:30 PM (3rd Tue.)

*Indicates changes from normal meeting date/time

Fire Commission

5:45 PM (2nd Mon. Quarterly)

"We elves try to stick to the four main food groups: candy, candy canes, candy corns and syrup." ~
Buddy The Elf
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NEW PARKS, RECREATION, & FORESTRY DIRECTOR ~ ADAM BREEST
I grew up in Germantown Wisconsin. Growing up, I have always loved playing sports, hiking, and working with
children. After working for the Germantown Park and Recreation Department in high school, I knew I wanted to go to college to work in the Park and Recreation field. I went to the University of Wisconsin La Crosse and earned a Bachelors of
Science in Recreation Management. Since college I have worked for Village Creek Bible Camp, Wisconsin Dells Park and
Recreation Department, and Germantown Park and Recreation Department in Recreation Supervisor roles. I am very
much looking forward to working with the Village of Little Chute to continue to provide quality parks and programs to the
community. As a family, we are very excited to move to the Village of Little Chute. I have a five year old daughter and a
three year old son who are looking forward to attending Little Chute Elementary School.
Thank you!
Adam

"The best and most beautiful things in the world cannot be seen or even
touched. They must be felt with the heart." ~ Helen Keller
MEET THE VILLAGE’S NEW ENGINEER ~ CHRIS MURAWSKI, P.E.
I would like to introduce myself to the community with this short history of my education, professional experience, activities, hobbies and my family. I am originally from Green Bay, Wisconsin and graduated from Southwest
High School. I earned an Associate Degree from NWTC in Civil Engineering Technology and obtained my Bachelor’s
Degree in Civil Engineering from UW-Platteville. I have over 24 years of engineering experience in municipal infrastructure design, construction administration, and planning. I have previously worked for two private consulting firms
located in Milwaukee, Brookfield and Oshkosh. For the past 6 years I have owned my own sole proprietor civil engineering consulting firm. My primary role for the Village of Little Chute as the Village Engineer will be to help create
and organize a design staff to prepare construction plans for street and utility improvements. I am dedicated to providing the Village of Little Chute the same quality design that I provided for years in private industry and my own firm.
I am also a Plan Commissioner for the Town of Winneconne where I have lived for the past 13 years. I enjoy
sports and have coached youth tackle football, baseball, basketball and soccer. I was able to combine my appreciation of sports and my career by donating my professional expertise to the Winneconne Community School District by
assisting in the planning and design of the new football field, track, concession stand, restroom facilities and ticket
booth. Another activity that I enjoy is the continued restoration of my 1965 Belair which is my first car and have owned
for 37 years. I hunt and fish with my three children Zach (17), Greg (15), and Mary (12). All three of my children are
active in multiple sports throughout the year and I enjoy attending their games. I have been married to my wife Suzanne for the past 24 years who is also an Environmental Engineer and works for private industry.
I look forward to assisting the Village of Little Chute for many years and hopefully I will have the opportunity to
meet with residence and business owners in the near future. If assistance is needed, my office is located on the third
floor of village hall.

VILLAGE OF LITTLE CHUTE

PAGE 23

A MESSAGE FROM PUBLIC WORKS
REGARDING PRIVATE SNOW REMOVAL
According to Sec. 40-65 snow and ice removal, of the Village of Little Chute Code of Ordinances: “The owner, occupant or
person in charge of any parcel or lot which fronts upon or abuts any sidewalk shall keep said sidewalk clear of all snow
and ice. In the event of snow accumulating on the said sidewalk due to natural means and/or by other means, said sidewalk shall be cleared of all accumulated snow and/or ice within 24 hours from the time the snow ceases to accumulate on
said sidewalk. Sidewalks are to be kept clear of snow and ice to a minimum of five feet in width. In the event that ice has
formed on any sidewalk in such a manner that it cannot be removed, the owner, occupant or person in charge of the parcel or lot which fronts upon or adjoins said sidewalk shall keep the sidewalk sprinkled with sand and/or salt to permit safe
travel by pedestrians.”
No written or verbal notice will be given to
violators—it is the responsibility of a
property owner of such parcel or lot
which fronts upon or abuts any sidewalk
to maintain the sidewalk area throughout
the snow season. Any snow not cleared by
the owner, occupant or person in charge of
any parcel or lot which fronts upon or abuts
any sidewalk shall be cleared by the Village
and billed to the owner, lessee, or occupant.

Please keep hydrants
and crosswalks free of
snow and ice!

SNOW PLOWING AND REMOVAL
The Village’s Street Department wants to take this opportunity to remind residents of the Village’s snow plowing procedures. During and after a major snowstorm, the priority will be to clear and/or salt the primary streets first. Therefore, we
would appreciate your cooperation in keeping your vehicles parked off the streets, if possible. This will enable the crew to
plow more efficiently. After all streets are cleared, the Village crew will strive to remove snow from the business district
within 24 hours. Snow emergencies will be declared by the Village Administrator and will be broadcast by the local media.
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LITTLE CHUTE’S ADMINISTRATIVE INTERN
Hi! My name is Haley Mader. I am a lifetime Kaukauna resident. I am currently studying at
the University of Green Bay, double majoring in Political Science and Public Administration.
I work with the Village Administrator on a number of community projects and enhancing outreach to Village residents. On my spare time I enjoy camping, reading and spending time
with friends.
Want to find out what is happening in the Village?
Like our Facebook page and follow us on Instagram for weekly updates.

@villageofli lechute

