Leaf Collection & Disposal
Best Management Practices for the Raker
How can leaves harm the environment?
Did you know that fallen leaves contribute considerable amounts of
phosphorous to our waterways and one pound of phosphorous can
grow up to 500 pounds of algae?
Did you know that storm drains are not connected to the sanitary
sewer systems and treatment plants? Whatever enters the catch basins
in our parking lots and roads goes untreated into our creeks, streams,
rivers and lakes!

What Can You Do?
What can you do?
Mulch leaves in place by making several passes with a power mower.
The shredded leaves will provide nutrients back to your lawn!
Compost your leaves into mulch to place around your vegetable and flower.
Spread leaves in garden beds or under shrubs
Follow your community leaf collection policies and schedules
Learn about your community yard waste disposal practices
Put a tarp over leaf piles between pick-up times to prevent them from
blowing away.
Clean leaves and debris from the gutters and storm sewer outlets.

Composting - the hot & cold facts
Cold Composting
Requires less maintenance and can take up to 2 years to complete. To create a cold compost pile, just mix
non-woody yard wastes and let them sit
Hot Composting
Requires regular maintenance such as turning and watering.
Typically compost can be reached in 1-3 months. To create a
hot compost pile, layer or mix roughly equal amounts of highQLWURJHQ³*UHHQV´ ZHDQGVRIWPDWHULDO- grass clippings) and
high-FDUERQ³%URZQV´ GU\DQGZRRG\- dead leaves) with 10%
bulky materials like wood chips to keep the pile loose.
All materials in the pile must be moist, but not soaking wet.
All water to maintain conditions conducive to the composting
process .
Avoid adding pet waste to the pile because some parasites can survive the temperature of the compost pile.
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Stormwater Ponds
A part of your community
Wet Stormwater Pond

What is a
stormwater
pond?
Stormwater detention ponds are used to control
non-point pollution in stormwater runoff. The
ponds trap pollutants such as sediment, phosphorous, lead, and zinc. They do this by detaining
stormwater long enough for the sediment to settle
out of the water. As the sediment settles, many
pollutants that attach to it settle to the bottom of
the pond.
Dry Stormwater Pond

Why are we
seeing more
ponds?
Stormwater runoff directly impacts the water that
we all enjoy. For that reason, controlling polluted
runoff and protecting these waters has been regulated throughout the years. The Wisconsin DNR
(WDNR) works with regional and local communities to control stormwater and its impacts. Detention ponds are one component that helps a
community control both stormwater quality and
quantity which helps reduce flooding.
For more information about stormwater ponds
or your municipalities requirements/regulations visit:

